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The terms óópersistent painôô and óóchronic painôô are often used 

interchangeably, but the newer term, óópersistent pain,ôô is 

preferred, because it is not associated with the negative 

attitudes and stereotypes that clinicians and patients often 

associate with the óóchronic painôô label.

Authors have used various durations of painful sensation, 

including pain longer than 3 months, 6 months, or more. Some 

reports make the assumption that patients with certain 

diagnoses, such as postherpetic neuralgia, low back pain, or 

cancer-related pain, must also experience persistent pain.
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